I have no intention, in opening a professional conversation on this subject, to try and exhaust the very many points that might be brought up in connection with it. Rather have I the desire to bring before your mind some of the points which, as yet, are not agreed upon by the profession, and which I hope will produce a fruitful discussion. of the infectious diseases of his household ; when little regard was paid to the interests of the neighbour, and when the interests of the community were not at all considered. Not much heed was given to the spread of such diseases, except that it was a thing to be generally deplored. This is, perhaps, to be accounted for by the fact that such plagues were deemed visitations of Providence, and as such were to be accepted in the spirit of meek resignation.
He was pointed out as a daring and heterodox individual who suggested then that the disease was simply a creation of the unhealthy surroundings of the homes of the people, a thing sprung from the filth like the unclean thing it was, and that personal and domestic cleanliness were potent factors in checking the spreading of it. The means adopted, when the ordinary means then known for its check had been used and had failed, exhibit this frame of mind as to its supernatural origin, for were not days of fasting and prayer set apart for the purpose of invoking the Almighty to stay the plague; and the prevalence of this view acted as a barrier to the advance of more enlightened views, because people were the less apt to conceive that the cause, if not of the origin at least of the facility for the rapid dissemination, of the disease, lay in the unhealthy conditions by which they were surrounded, and to which they had become habituated. These facts are abundantly illustrated in the epidemics which seized our country and our city about the end of the last, and the beginning of the present, century, 
